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Aznoncbn&xi'bs to the Clciims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and 
listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing- of Claims : 

1. (currently amended) A method for making an absorbent 
composite from a continuous tow comprising the steps of: 

spreading a crimped tow in a direction perpendicular to 
the tow r s travel by use of at least two banding jets; 
de-registering the crimped tow,- 

said spreading by use of at least two banding lets being; 
upstream of said de-registering; 

shaping the de-registered tow; and 

distributing a particulate onto the shaped tow; 

thereby forming an absorbent composite adapted for use in 
a disposable absorbent garment - 

2. (original) The method of Claim 1 further comprising two 
banding jets, one banding jet with a width, w lr and the other with 
a width, W 2 . 

3. (original) The method of Claim 2 wherein Wi < 

4. (original) The method of Claim 1 further comprising 
supplying compressed gas to the banding jets* 
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5. (original) The method of Claim 4 wherein the compressed 
gas having a pressure in the range of 0-5 to 5,0 psig* 

S* (original) The method of Claim 5 wherein the compressed 
gas to one jet ranges from 2.5 to 3-0 psig, 

7. (original) The method of Claim 5 wherein the compressed 
gas to one jet ranges from 3.0 to 3,5 psig* 

8. (original) The method of Claim 1 further comprising 
shaping the de-registered tow to a substantially rectangular cross- 
section. 

9. (original) The method of Claim 1 further comprising 
applying a liquid to the tow. 

10. (currently amended) An apparatus for making an absorbent 
composite from a continuous tow comprising: 

means for spreading a crimped tow in a direction 
perpendicular to the tow's travel by use of at least two banding 
jets; 

means for de-registering the crimped to w, said means for 
spreading by use of at least two banding jets being upstream of 
said means for de-registering ; 
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means for shaping the de-registered tow; and 
means for distributing a particulate onto the shaped tow; 
thereby forming a means for making an absorbent 
composite adapted for use in a disposable absorbent garment - 

11* (original) The apparatus of Claim 10 further comprising 
two banding jets, one banding jet with a width, w l# and the other 
with a width, W 2 . 

12. (original) The apparatus of Claim 10 wherein W a < w 2 . 

13. (original) The apparatus of Claim 10 further comprising 
supplying compressed gas to the banding jets. 

14. (original) The apparatus of Claim 13 wherein the 
compressed gas having a pressure in the range of 0.5 to 5.0 psig. 

15. (original) The apparatus of Claim 14 wherein the 
. compressed gas to one jet ranges from 2.5 to 3.0 psig. 

16. (original) The apparatus of Claim 14 wherein the 
compressed gas to one jet ranges from 3-0 to 3.5 psig. 



- 4 - 



PAGE 4/7 " RCVD AT 5/23/2006 9:59:37 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR: USPTO-EFXRF-2/2 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:704 927 0485 * DURATION (mm-ss):01-58 



Mfoy-23-EQ06(TUE) 09:56 HAMMER * HflNF, PC 



(FflX)TOd 9E7 Qd85 



P. 005/007 



17 . (original) The apparatus of Claim 10 further comprising 
means for shaping the de-registered tow to a substantially 
rectangular cross-section. 

18. (original) The apparatus of Claim 10 further comprising 
means for applying a liquid to the tow. 

19. (cancelled) 
20- (cancelled) 
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